MRC Open Week Event Evaluation Report
Project/event title

CVR virology timeline ’Viruses: a century of discovery’
and hands-on activity ‘Build a virus’
Venue and date(s)

Glasgow Science Festival’s ‘Science Sunday’, Hunter Halls, University of Glasgow
Sunday 9th June 2013
Glasgow Science Centre ‘Meet the Expert’
Saturday 22nd – Sunday 23rd June 2013
Your contact details

Dr Maria McPhillips
Research Manager
MRC - University of Glasgow Centre for Virus Research
T: +44 (0)141-330-6879
E: maria.mcphillips@glasgow.ac.uk

Which Centenary objective(s) will this activity support?

1. To improve perceptions and understanding of the MRC among the public,
policy makers and influencers, the scientific community, industry and user-led
groups to provide a mandate for and investment in sustainable medical research
over the long-term. (Centenary Ambitions 1–4)
2. To raise awareness among external stakeholders of the MRC’s ‘direction of
travel’, achievements, impacts and areas of advancing medical research to show
the high return on taxpayers’ investment. (Centenary Ambitions 1–4)
3. To engage MRC staff and workers, scientific and non-scientific, in order to
share knowledge of the MRC strategic aims and Centenary ambitions and for all
staff to better appreciate how and where each contribution fits. (Centenary
Ambitions 2, 3)
What question or questions are you trying to evaluate as part of the Centenary
objectives?

Did we meet the three centenary objectives supported by this activity?
What additional material have you provided (Quotes, images, links etc (if any)?

Timeline exhibition ‘Viruses: a century of discovery’ and accompanying
website: www.virusesacenturyofdiscovery.org.uk

A set of A3 posters and an electronic copy of the timeline have been sent to
Claire Barnes to be included in the corporate archive.
A selection of photographs from our events has been posted on the CVR’s
facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/centreforvirusresearch. Everyone
included in these photographs gave consent. These photographs have been
submitted to the image archives.
Feedback from The High School of Glasgow:
‘The graphics are stunning (I almost had to touch the picture of herpes simplex
to convince myself it was not a 3D impression coming out of the poster!); text is
very accessible and has proved highly educational in different ways for pupils
from age 10 to 17’. Martin Dougall, Principal Teacher of Biology, The High School
of Glasgow
Verbal feedback – the CVR scientists who participated in the events all enjoyed
the opportunity to interact with the public. A number of scientists commented on
how engagement events like this gives them renewed enthusiasm for their
research when they see how interested the public is to hear about the questions
they are trying to address and what they do day-to-day.
Inputs

Glasgow Science Festival’s ‘Science Sunday’, Hunter Halls, University of Glasgow
Sunday 9th June 2013
Display of the timeline ‘Viruses: a century of discovery’ and delivery of a handson activity ‘Build a virus’
There were 2658 visitors to Science Sunday
Thirteen members of CVR staff volunteered for this event.
Glasgow Science Centre ‘Meet the Expert’
Saturday 22nd – Sunday 23rd June 2013
Display of the timeline ‘Viruses: a century of discovery’ and delivery of a handson activity ‘Build a virus’
There were 2091 visitors to the Science Centre over the weekend.
Thirteen members of CVR staff volunteered for this event.
Outputs

Over the course of the two events, we interacted with approximately 350
children and their families. Each interaction lasted approximately 10 minutes and
included a ‘hands-on’ activity, discussion about viruses and the MRC, and
evaluation of the activity.
We did not count our adult visitors, but most children were accompanied by at
least one parent and many attended with both parents. As a conservative
estimate, we engaged with 300 adult visitors, many of whom participated in the
discussions we initiated during the ‘hands-on’ activity and the subsequent
evaluation.

Outcomes

Quantitative: We asked participants to score our ‘hands-on’ activity, using
sticky stars on a feedback board to let us know if they’d enjoyed it and learned
something new about viruses. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with the
vast majority of participants rating the event as ‘great’.

We also asked participants to consider the question ‘’If you were a virology
researcher what would you study?’ and collected responses using post-it note
feedback.

Qualitative: Discussions during the events and subsequent follow-up, indicates

that staff generally enjoyed the opportunity to be involved in these events.
Overall, twenty five staff members volunteered including PhD students,
postdoctoral researchers, lecturers, one professor and a member of admin staff.
A number of research staff commented on how participation in these events
renews their enthusiasm for their own research. A number of PhD students and

postdoctoral researchers felt so positive about their experience that they would
consider careers in science communication.

Impact

Over the course of the two events, we interacted with approximately 350
children and their families. We used these interactions to communicate some
basic facts about viruses - focussing on their size, structure, routes of
transmission and how to limit spread.
As part of the activity, we asked participants to consider the question ’If you
were a virology researcher what would you study?’ and collected responses
using post-it note feedback. This provided a good opportunity to discuss the
impact of medical research (we often used vaccines as an example), and the
importance of the support of the Medical Research Council to help scientists
tackle some of the greatest health problems facing humanity.
Using Google Analytics, we have tracked more than 30 new visits to the timeline
website (www.virusesacenturyofdiscovery.org.uk) and over 160 unique page
views within the site (as of 16th July 2013).
Photographs from the two events have been posted on the CVR’s facebook page
(http://www.facebook.com/centreforvirusresearch) and have been the most
popular posts yet on our page, collectively attracting more than 1000 views.
I am confident that our timeline exhibition and website will continue to have an
impact beyond the ‘open week’. For example, we are considering a tour of local
secondary schools, we’ve been invited to display the exhibition at the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons in Glasgow, text from the banners is being
adapted for use in an adult learning programme (Three Minute Learning), and
we will use the banners as part of a ‘pop-up lab’ event we’re planning for a
shopping centre in Glasgow later in the year.
Any other information:

Based on the success of the timeline exhibition, we are currently discussing the
possibility of touring the exhibition in secondary schools in the greater Glasgow
area. This will be undertaken in collaboration with the Glasgow Science Festival
team. We have recently trialled this at the High School of Glasgow. The timeline
was displayed in the school assembly hall and pupils viewed it during timetabled
biology lessons, using a quiz designed by fellow pupils. It was well received and
feedback has been extremely positive:

‘The graphics are stunning (I almost had to touch the picture of herpes simplex
to convince myself it was not a 3D impression coming out of the poster!); text is
very accessible and has proved highly educational in different ways for pupils
from age 10 to 17’.
Martin Dougall, Principal Teacher of Biology, The High School of Glasgow

